
 
 

Calcasieu Parish regulates all development in flood zones (A, AE, AO, VE, XS & X) for elevation. All 
new and substantially improved structures, including manufactured homes must meet a freeboard 
elevation as determined by a freeboard elevation form. This form has two parts—office & surveyor. The 
Office will fill in the ‘lowest required elevation level’ once the surveyor has completed the ‘initial’ survey 
with a temporary benchmark. Below are the requirements for types of development: 

 

NEW CONSTRUCTION: Elevation Required:    

o Floor of main structure 
o Garage floor 
o Equipment & Machinery servicing structure (ie. A/C unit, Sewer pump motor, generator, washer, dryer, etc…) 

o Enclosures below an elevated structure must have permanent openings/vents installed at a ratio of one 
(1) square inch for every one (1) square foot of space. (A, AE, XS, & X zones) 

o Enclosures below an elevated structure must have permanent openings/vents installed as mentioned 
above & walls must be designed and constructed as ‘break-away’. Engineer required. (VE zones) 

o Bottom of lowest horizontal member under lowest floor-top of piles or piers (VE zone) 

 

MANUFACTURED HOMES: Elevation Required:    

o Bottom of I-Beam (under home) 
o Equipment & Machinery servicing (ie. A/C unit, Sewer pump motor, etc…) 
o Bottom of lowest horizontal member under lowest floor-top of piles or piers (VE zone) 

 

ACCESSORY STRUCTURES (A, AE, AO, VE only): Elevation Required:    

o Floor of structure (top of slab or floor) 
o If openings/vents are allowed, final elevation will need to document these. (If using engineered vents, 

a copy of the ‘engineered vent certificate’ will be required to be submitted). 
o If allowed below elevation with vents/openings—structure may only be used for storage or parking. 

 
**A minimum of two (2) openings at a ratio of one (1) sq inch for every one (1) sq foot of enclosed space is required. The bottom of the 
 opening cannot be any higher than one (1) foot above adjacent grade elevation.   
 
 

**Commercial or Industrial structures can only be elevated or dry floodproofed (venting is not permitted)** 

**Be sure to check with your insurance provider for insurance rates prior to construction** 

 

NOTE: The import and grading of fill material on a lot shall not affect the natural drainage patterns so as to 
negatively impact neighboring properties. Additional information may be required for review to ensure compliance with 
applicable standard drainage practices. 
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